
 

 

 

 

Rotary Roundup 5th January 2020 

 

Hi Everyone, 

Welcome to the first Round-up for the New Year.  

I hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas festivities and the New Year celebrations wherever 

you were during this time. Noosa was busy with holiday makers, as always and it is great to 

see families enjoying the beach and river during these holidays. 

While many are still away from home, it’s now time to start thinking about our programs for 

the year ahead, particularly with our urgent focus on the membership drive for our club. 

More about this later in the Roundup. 

 

 

 Speaker and Social Programme: 

First a quick recap of the final events in 2019  

December: 

10/12 Very enjoyable Sunshine Safari Dinner held at the Noosa Marina. A terrific opportunity to 

meet with a wonderful group of Incoming and Outgoing Rotary Exchange students as they embark 

on an exciting adventure of a year in a new country. Students were heading to some amazing 

locations – Brazil, Finland, Norway, Switzerland were just a few I heard about during the evening. A 

credit to the team organising this program and kudos to Tony and Anne Oxley for arranging the 

evening. Brilliant! Tony also was an amazing MC on the night, as always – Many thanks Tony! 

17/12 Rotary Club of Noosa Heads Christmas Get Together. Many thanks to those who joined us 

for a relaxing dinner at Lazy River. Just a few of us were in town by this time but what a meal – 

delicious food, huge servings and topped of with an outstanding sticky date pudding to finish – 

excellent! We will start earlier next year to make sure everyone is still around for the 2020 get 

together. 



 

20/12 Drought Relief Visit to Quilpie. As discussed at various meetings late last year, a decision was 

made to donate $10,000 to one of the many drought affected regions in Queensland to ensure there 

was at least a little bit of Christmas cheer available despite the grinding hardship many communities 

continue to endure because of this current drought. Given our previous interaction with the CWA at 

Quilpie we decided to renew that association and Steve Watts and Geoff Bone made the flight to 

Quilpie to make sure our donation could be distributed before Christmas. 

Just after the visit Steve sent an email to Delma Quinn, our CWA contact to let them know: 

“Geoff and I had very enjoyable trip out Quilpie this week.   It was a true delight to meet up with the 

ladies of the CWA and Jenny Hewson, and we were so pleased to know that the vouchers had 

already been distributed.  We were also the beneficiary of a lot Country friendliness and kindness 

wherever we went in Quilpie – it was so good to see that these “old” values are still alive and well in 

many parts of the country.” 

Sounds like it was a great trip. We will look forward to an update and maybe some photos at one of 

our meetings later in the year.   

On behalf of all our members, well done Steve and Geoff for making the trip so close to Christmas. 

Our sincere thanks for your commitment in following through on our donation. 

7/1/2020:  First Guest Speaker for 2020 

Linda Oliver (Branch Manager) Bendigo Bank, Tewantin   

 

More speakers to be confirmed in the following month 

 

Activities and Events:   

What’s happening? Plans, recent activities and future events for everyone’s continued 

reference: 

a) Participation with the Lions Club of Noosa heads on the Australia Day Big Breakfast 

but in a limited way and with a new format. Specifically, we need volunteers to help 

serve the breakfasts and interact with the public on the day. I hope to be meeting 

with the Lions committee later in the week and will update all members on the 

specifics of our involvement.  

Action Required: Please send me an email or let me know on Tuesday night if you 

will be available to help out.  

 

b) Membership Drive: Our number one priority in the coming months. Using Eumundi’s 

successful model we will be inviting two Rotary speakers to come to our February 

25th February event - our first “Rotary Information Evening”. We will discuss this 

aspect and how it proposed to work in a bit more detail during our meeting on 

Tuesday night.    



What all members need to do now? Think about who you will be inviting so we can 

discuss and plan for final numbers. Ideally, we should be looking for 2-3 candidates 

per member so let’s put some thought into that so we drive the planning process in 

earnest.  

c) Noosa Busking Event remains front and centre with next planning meeting 

confirmed on 22nd January 2020, TDCC.  

d) Support of a Sunny Kids program in our area is confirmed for Sunshine Beach State 

High in 2020. Ongoing discussions with the Sunny Kids organisation will continue in 

conjunction with our actions at Sunshine Beach State High. Bob Birkhead will keep us 

up to date. 

e) We will be following up our initial meeting with the Principle of Sunshine Beach State 

High to confirm our “Adopt a School” program.  

Action: Follow up with Principle Mark Williams for intro to P&C and confirm 

program 

f) RYDA program is set to kick off again in 2020 after another very successful year in 

2019.  

Note: Geoff will give us all a quick update on current RYDA situation and plans for 

next year’s schedule during one of our future meetings 

g) Bunnings: Our last two Bunnings events have been super successful with the 

following results: 

December Bunnings: 

Total Banked $1136.55 consisting of: 

Bush Fire Donations.    $ 327.40 

Sausages & Drinks.   $ 809.15 

Less Cash for supplies   - $181.00 

Less Onions                     - $49.70 

Nett     $ 578.45   

Total gain to Fundraising Account. $ 905.85 

 January Bunnings 

Total Banked $1,398.2 consisting of: 

 

Bush Fire Donations.   $ 455.20 

Sausages & Drinks.   $ 943.00 

Less Cash for supplies    - $17.59 

Less Onions     - $ 44.74 

Nett      $ 880.67 

Nett gain to the Fundraising Account. $1,335.87  

 



I think you will agree, outstanding results, and both highlight the generosity of the 

community in donating to support the Bush Fire Volunteers. How we now support our local 

Brigade and pass on those donations should be discussed at an upcoming meeting. 

 

Ernie will be able to support one last Bunnings event in February so there is a degree of 

urgency here in finding an “owner” of this process who will be the liaison point for Bunnings 

and take on the reporting aspects after each event. Anyone willing? 

Please feel to drop me an email or catch me at tomorrow’s meeting to discuss this.  

 
 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone who can make it on Tuesday evening 7th January 2020 

for our first meeting of the year. 

 

 All the best! 

Chris Parker 

 


